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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Newport  Road, 
STAFFORD. 

July,  1973 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  or 
the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1972.  Although 
a  paperback  concerned  with  death,  disease  and  sex,  I  do  not  suppose 
for  one  moment  that  passions  or  emotions  will  in  any  way  be  stirred — 
stark,  cold-blooded  figures  are  all  that  will  be  offered. 

The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  that  the  mid- 1972  popula¬ 
tion  of  Stafford  Rural  District  be  24,660.  This  is  an  increase  of  760 
on  last  year.  As  there  has  been  a  natural  increase  in  population  (births 
minus  deaths)  of  219  this  shows  that  the  immigrants  exceed  the 
emigrants  by  541. 

During  the  year,  403  (207  males  and  196  females)  babies  were 
born  alive,  giving  a  rate  of  16.3  per  1,000  population.  This  represents 
the  lowest  birth  rate  since  1958  but  is  still  above  that  for  England  and 
Wales  at  14.8.  Of  the  total  live  births,  nineteen  were  bom  illegitimate 
— some  5%  (England  and  Wales  9%).  Two  babies  born  alive  out  of 
403  failed  to  survive  the  first  week  of  life. 

There  were  184  deaths  during  the  year  (all  ages)  giving  a  rate 
(7.5  per  1,000  population)  which  has  remained  fairly  static  over  the 
years  and  a  considerable  improvement  on  England  and  Wales  (12.1 
per  1,000  population).  87%  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  an  age  over 
55  years,  67%  over  65  years  and  38%  over  75  years.  The  commonest 
cause  of  death — heart  disease — was  most  prevalent  in  the  elderly  age 
group.  These  were,  at  any  rate,  nearing  the  eve  of  their  long,  and  it 
is  hoped,  full  lives  and  who  died  of  what  might  be  commonly  termed 
“wear  and  tear”  for  which  in  the  human  body  there  is,  as  yet,  no 
successful  system  for  replacement. 
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Epidemiologically  the  year  was  without  major  incident.  Infectious 
diseases  no  longer  hold  the  dread  and  terror  known  to  earlier  genera¬ 
tions.  Organisms  and  viruses,  at  the  present  time,  seem  to  have  lost 
something  of  their  virulence,  while  better  living  conditions  and 
preventative  immunization  have  been  of  major  importance.  Parents 
must  not  become  complacent  about  immunization  because  there  are 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis.  Immunization  is  the  insurance 
against  such  dread  and  crippling  conditions.  There  is  little  consola¬ 
tion  in  being  wise  after  the  event  and  particularly  since  parents  are 
not  dealing  with  their  own  lives  but  the  lives  of  others — their  children. 

“The  control  of  infectious  diseases  marks  the  greatest  human 
success  yet  achieved  in  the  concrol  of  our  environment  to  our  own 
benefit”.  Following  this  achievement  it  is  hoped  that  the  same  energies 
will,  in  future,  be  expanded  in  improving  other  aspects  of  our 
environment.  It  is  hoped,  for  example,  in  the  not  too  distant  future 
we  may  enjoy,  in  our  local  rivers,  the  thrill  of  observing  real  moving 
fish  with  swirling  water  and  body  benamg  leaps. 

In  the  body  of  the  report  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  deals 
comprehensively  with  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate 
during  1972. 

Of  necessity,  these  remarks  are  rather  sketchy,  as  for  part  of  the 
year  1972  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  Dr.  A.  Thomson. 
Until  his  retirement  in  June,  1972 — he  passed  away  a  few  months 
later — Dr.  Thomson  held  this  position  for  33  years.  During  these 
years  he  saw  many  changes  and  he  brought  to  his  work  an  eminent 
knowledge  of  Public  Health  in  all  its  spheres.  He  was  of  Scottish 
stock — R  man  of  strong  character,  firm  principles,  ready  dry  wit  and 
a  courage  which  did  not  forsake  him  throughout  his  long,  trying, 
progressive  disability. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  Lawton  and  the  Staff  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  their  ever  willing  help  and  support,  and  to  Dr.  Campbell 
for  his  assistance,  when  required. 

D.  H.  McFarland 

(Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1972 


Chairman : 

COUNCILLOR  R.  J.  FAIRBANKS 
Vice-Chairman : 

COUNCILLOR  C.  L.  JONES 


Members : 


Councillor 

T.  W.  Brayne 

Councillor 

J.  Heathcote 

-5 

R.  H.  Cartmail 

J 

C.  C.  Holme 

W.  H.  Clarke 

) 

D.  J.  James 

G.  H.  Dodd 

Miss  G.  Joules,  C.' 

)? 

J.  W.  Doughu 

J? 

S.  W.  K.  Marshall 

■  i 

S.  H.  Garner 

>5 

J.  B.  Vernon 

Public  Health  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

A.  THOMSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Edin.) 

[till  mid- 1972) 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

D.  H.  McFarland,  m.b.,  B.Ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  M.  LAWTON,  F.R.S.H.,  F.LP.H.E.,  M.A.P.H.L 
Cert.  S.LB.  and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

0.  W.  PARNALL 

Cert.  S.LB.  and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

K.  GWILLIAMS,  B.Sc.  (Env.  Health),  M.A.P.H.L,  Cert.  S.LB. 

and  Cert.  Food  Inspector 

Clerk : 

MRS.  G.  A.  JOHNSON 
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General  Statistics,  Social  Conditions  and  Health  Services  in  the  Area 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Rateable  Value . 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . 

Yearly  Rate  levied  in  1972  . 

Mid- 1972  Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General):  Total  Population . 


80,104 

8,027 

£919,727 

£9,340 

80p 

24,660 


During  1972  there  was  no  change  in  the  area  of  Stafford  Rural 
District. 


Industries 

Many  residents  in  the  Area  are  normally  mainly  engaged  in 
Agriculture,  Dairy  Farming  and  allied  occupations,  but  a  substantial 
number  of  personas  resident  in  the  Rural  Area  are  employed  in  the 
County  Town  of  Stafford,  where  the  chief  industries  are  Engineering 
and  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing. 


Laboratory  Facilities,  Ambulance  Facilities,  Nursing  in  the  Home, 
Treatment  Centres  and  Hospitals 

Bacteriological  facilities  are  made  available  to  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners  in  the  Area  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford. 
The  facilities  include  examination  of  Throat  Swabs,  Sputum  Tests, 
Blood  Tests,  etc.  Results  of  all  examinations  relevant  to  Public  Health 
are  made  available  to  the  appropriate  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
Director  of  the  Stafford  Laboratory  is  Dr.  P.  Cavanagh,  M.A.,  M.D., 
B.A.O.,  Dip.  Bact.,  whose  expert  advice  was  available  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  when  occasion  demanded.  Bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  of  samples  of  water  are  undertaken  by  the  Laboratory  Service. 

Chemical  examinations  of  samples  of  water,  etc.  are  carried  out 
at  the  County  Chemical  Laboratory  which  is  directed  by  Mr.  R.  S. 
Hatfull,  M.Chem.A.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.R.S.H.,  the  County  Analyst. 

Ambulance  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
Isolation  hospitals  for  infectious  diseases  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  (Birmingham). 

The  County  Council  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Authority  for  the  Stafford  R.D.  Area.  Child  Health  Centres  are 
available  at  Gnosall,  Great  Haywood,  Hixon,  Weston  and  Walton, 
and  the  Health  Visitors  do  excellent  work  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  young  children  in  the  district. 
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There  are  five  General  Medical  Practitioners  resident  in  tne 
Stafford  R.D.  and  Practitioners  from  the  neighbouring  towns  of 
Stafford,  Rugeley,  Newport,  etc.,  also  practise  in  the  Area.  The 
various  parishes  in.  the  Stafford  R.D.  are  well  served  by  District 
Nurse/Midwives.  Four  Health  Visitors  work  in  the  R.D. 

The  Staffordshire  General  Infirmary  serves  the  general  hospital 
needs  of  the  district.  The  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  is 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  Maternity  Hospital  facilities. 

During  the  year  the  Council  subscribed  to  the  Health  Education 
Council  which  represented  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  in  Health  Education  matters  and  use  was  made  of  Health 
Education  leaflets,  etc.,  relating  to  Infectious  Diseases,  Food  Hygiene 
and  so  on. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1972 


Total  Deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Population  . 

Live  Births: 

Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Population . 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  ... 
Still  Births : 

Number  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births . 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  . 

Infant  Mortality  Rates : 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  Live  Births 
Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births  . 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 
Births  . 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 
1,000  total  Live  Births)  . 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 
per  1,000  total  Live  Births) . 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  Deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  . 


184 

7.5 

403 

16.3 

5.0 

6 

15 

409 

2 

5.0 

5.0 


5.0 

5.0 


20.0 
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In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1972  the  Live  Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  was  16.3  compared  with  a  rate  of  14.8  for 
England  and  Wales. 


Stafford  R.D. 
Live  Birth  Rate  per 

Year  1,000  population 


1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1955 


16.3 
18.2 

19.3 

17.8 

19.2 

18.2 

18.4 
17.7 

18.9 

19.5 
20.0 
18.0 

17.6 
16.1 

14.9 
16.0 
15.0 
15.3 


In  the  Stafford  R.D.  in  1972  illegitimate  Live  Births  constituted 
5.0%  of  all  Live  Births,  compared  with  a  figure  of  9.0%  for  England 
and  Wales. 


There  were  403  Live  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  in  1972,  207  boys 
and  196  girls. 


62,498  of  the  total  Live  Births  of  725,405  in  England  and  Wales 
in  1972  were  illegitimate. 
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The  area  comparability  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth  and 
death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 
In  addition,  the  death  rate  area  comparability  factors  have  been 
adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  ot  any  residential 
institutions  in  each  area.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are 
multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor,  they  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area. 

In  the  following  table  Comparative  figures  of  Live  and  Still 
Births  are  shown  for  England  and  Wales :  — 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population 

Stafford 

R.D. 

England 
and  Wales 

Stafford 

R.D. 

England 
and  Wales 

1972 

16.3 

14.8 

0.24 

0.18 

1971 

18.2 

16.0 

0.38 

0.20 

1970 

19.3 

16.0 

0.30 

0.21 

1969 

17.8 

16.3 

0.17 

0.22 

1968 

19.2 

16.9 

0.36 

0.25 

1967 

18.2 

17.2 

0.23 

0.26 

1966 

18.4 

17.7 

0.43 

0.28 

1965 

17.7 

18.0 

0.20 

0.29 

1964 

18.9 

18.4 

0.40 

0.30 

1963 

19.5 

18.1 

0.15 

0.32 

1962 

20.0 

17.9 

0.26 

0.33 

1961 

18.0 

17.5 

0.59 

0.33 

1960 

17.6 

17.1 

0.27 

0.34 

1959 

16.1 

16.4 

0.32 

0.35 

1958 

14.9 

16.4 

0.32 

0.36 

1957 

16.0 

16.1 

0.47 

0.37 

1956 

15.0 

15.6 

0.41 

0.36 

1955 

15.3 

15.0 

0.36 

0.35 

There  were  6  Still  Births  in  the  Rural  Area  (2  M.,  4  F.)  in  1972 
This  represented  a  rate  of  15  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births 
compared  with  a  rate  of  12  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


In  1972  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  7.5 
compared  with  a  rate  of  12.1  for  England  and  Wales. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 


Year 

Stafford  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

1972 

7.5 

12.1 

1971 

8.5 

11.6 

1970 

7.6 

11.7 

1969 

7./ 

11.9 

1968 

7.4 

11.9 

1967 

6.3 

11.2 

1966 

9.0 

11.  7  _  .  _  .  .. 

1965 

7.7 

11.5 

1964 

8.9 

11.3 

1963 

8.8 

12.2 

1962 

9.4 

11.9 

1961 

6.1 

11.9 

1960 

7.2 

11.5 

1959 

7.5 

11.6 

1958 

7.9 

11.7 

the  Stafford 

Rural  District  in  1972,  total  deaths  numbered 

184,  93  males  and  91  females.  The  excess  of  live  births  over  total 
deaths  was  219,  compared  with  232,  277,  234,  263,  254,  194,  202, 
199,  210,  201,  in  1971,  1970,  1969,  1968,  1967,  1966,  1965,  1964, 
1963  and  1962  respectively. 

Deaths  of  irdants  under  1  year  of  age  numbered  2  (2  F.),  legiti¬ 
mate,  giving  a  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  5.0  compared  with 
17.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  in  England  and  Wales  the  infant 
Mortality  Rate  was  about  150  per  1,000  live  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Death  Rate  of  Children  under  1  year 
of  age  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Year 

Stafford  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

1972 

•  «  • 

5.0 

17.0 

1971 

•  •  • 

2.3 

18.0 

1970 

•  •  • 

6.6 

18.0 

1969 

»  •  • 

19.4 

18.1 

1968 

7.0 

18.0 
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Year 

Stafford  R.D. 

England  and  Wales 

1967 

•  •  • 

2.6 

18.3 

1966 

...  15.8 

19.0 

1965 

14.0 

19.0 

1964 

...  29.2 

19.9 

1963 

18.3 

21.1 

1962 

...  26.3 

21.7 

1961 

...  29.6 

21.4 

1960 

...  27.3 

21.8 

1959 

•  •  • 

16.4 

22.2 

1958 

...  14.1 

22.5 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1972  live  births  registered  during  the 
year  numbered  725,405,  which  was  57,760  fewer  than  in  1971.  There 
were  12,494  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  1972,  repre¬ 
senting  a  rate  of  17.0  per  1,000  live  births.  In  1938  the  rate  was  52.8. 

The  home  population  of  England  and  Wales  at  mid- 1972  was 
49,028,900. 


STAFFORD  R.D.  —  AGES  AT  DEATH,  1972 


Sex 

Total 

all 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4  Weeks 
and 
under 

1  Year 

Age  in  Years 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65-74 

75  & 
over 

Male 

93 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

11 

22 

26 

30 

Female 

91 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

16 

27 

39 

Totals 

184 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

14 

38 

53 

69 

Per  cent 

100% 

1.1 

0.0 

0.0 

1.1 

0.0 

1.1 

2.2 

7.6 

20.7 

29.0 

37.5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
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In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1972,  2  (1.1%)  of  the  total 
deaths  (184)  was  under  one  year  of  age,  53  (29%)  aged  65-74  years 
and  69  (37.5%)  aged  75  and  over. 

Cancer  Mortality 

Malignat  neoplasms  caused  37  deaths  in  the  rural  area  in  1972 
(19  males,  18  females).  This  represented  20.1%  of  the  total  deaths. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus 

In  the  Stafford  Rural  District  in  1972  there  were  10  deaths 
registered  as  being  due  to  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  or  Bronchus — 
9  males,  1  female.  This  represented  27%  of  the  total  cancer  deaths 
and  5.4%  of  the  total  deaths. 

“Any  reduction  in  cigarette  smoking  is  a  gain  to  health 
■ — immediately  in  respiratory  function,  in  the  short  run 
in  a  reduction  of  illness  and  in  the  longer  term  in  reduced 
risk  of  premature  death  from  Chronic  Bronchitis,  Coronary 
Thrombosis  and  Lung  Cancer.” 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  —  1972 


Measles  . 61 

Infective  Hepatitis  .  3 

Scarlet  Fever .  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  1 

Total  66 


Notifiable  Diseases 

The  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  1972  compared 
with  that  of  previous  years  is  shown  below  in  tabular  form ;  - 


Disease 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  (excluding 

2 

5 

3 

2 

6 

6 

8 

27 

Rubella )  . 

61 

4 

32 

30 

9 

81 

83 

154 

50 

335 

24 

204 

Dysentery  . 

Typhoid  Fever 
Para-Typhoid  Fever 

1 

5 

5 

10 

4 

1 

9 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Infective  Jaundice 

3 

1 

11 


STATISTICS  —  STAFFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
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00 

NO 
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19,340 
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15.0 
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rA 
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O' 

oi 
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1 

00 
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NO 

1957 

19,350 

4,940 

o 

16.0 

16.1 

ON 

L'L 

11.5 
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23.1 

1 

00 

348 

r<N 

O 

i-H 

1958 

119,040 

5,025 

284 

14.9 

16.4 

o 

7.9 

11.7 

14.1 

22.5 

1 

(N 
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r<N 

1959 

o 
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16.1 

16.4 

<N 

7.5 
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16.4 

22.2 

NO 

o 

fN 

1960 

18,800 

00 

w-T 

330 

17.6 

rz.1 

135 

7.2 

11.5 

27.3 

21.8 

1 

tr' 

97 

NO 

1961 

18,750 

o 

ir\ 

SID 

irT 

337 

18.0 

17.5 

NO 

8.7 

611 

29.6 

21.4 

1 

TT 

204 

27 

1962 

19,030 

5,771 

380 

20.0 

17.9 

ON 

9.4 

6II 

26.3 

21.7 

1 

ir\ 

24 

1 

1963 

19,580 

5,974 

<N 

00 

19.5 

18.1 

<N 

rH 

00 

00 

12.2 

00* 

VIZ 

1 

t-H 

335 

00 

1964 

19,990 

6,122 

377 

18.9 

18.4 

00 

8.9 

11.3 

29.2 

19.9 

1 

1-H 

O 

ITN 

NO 

1965 

20,170 

6,360 

00 

17.7 

18.1 

NO 

irs 

7.7 

11.5 

14.0 

19.0 

1 

ir\ 

NO 

1966 

20,700 

6,690 

380 

00 

17.7 

NO 

00 

9.0 

11.7 

15.8 

19.0 

1 

00 

83 

1 

1967 

21,380 

6,911 

389 

18.2 

17.2 

ir\ 

6.3 

11.2 

2.6 

00 

1 

00 

fN 

1968 

22,370 

7,330 

429 

19.2 

16.9 

NO 

NO 

7.4 

11.9 

7.0 

18.0 

1 

ON 

1969 

23,220 

7,632 

00 

16.3 

ON 

rH 

I'l 

6TT 

19.4 

00 

1 

fN| 

o 

f<N 

i 

1970 

23,650 

7665 

U-N 

TT 

19.3 

16.0 

o 

00 

7.6 

11.7 

6.6 

p 

00 

1 

fN 

<N 

1971 

23,900 

7,893 

434 

18.2 

16.0 

202 

8.5 

911 

2.3 

p 

00 

1 

fN 

1972 

24,660 

8,027 

403 

16.3 

00 

00 

^-4 

ir\ 

VZl 

5.0 

17.0 

1 

1-H 

NO 

1 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited 
Houses  . 

No.  of  Live 

Births  . 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Live  Birth  Rate 
England  and 
Wales  . 

No.  of  Deaths  .... 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Death  Rate — 
England  and 
Wales  . 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (Deaths 
under  1  year 
per  1,000 
live  births) 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  E.  &  W. 

No.  of  Notified 
Cases  of: — 
Diphtheria . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough 

12 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  1972  facilities  were  available  for  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  of  children  at  schools.  Child  Health  Centres  and  by 
private  practitioners.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Stafford 
Rural  District  in  1972.  In  the  period  1916-25  the  annual  average  of 
Diphtheria  notifications  in  England  and  Wales  was  51,573  with  an 
average  of  4,214  deaths  per  year. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  uses  the  Triple  Antigen, 
giving  protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Tetanus, 
and  thus  reducing  the  number  of  injections  to  which  children  are 
subjected. 


National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  during 
1972. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Newport  Road, 
Stafford. 

July,  1973. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Stafford  Rural  District  Council: 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  on  the  wide  field 
of  environmental  health  and  other  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  1972. 

In.  the  field  of  housing,  the  orderly  programme  over  recent  years 
of  firs:  of  all  completing  a  comprehensive  survey  with  reports  and 
categorisation  of  all  dwellings,  followed  by  slum  clearance  and  sub¬ 
sequently  a  repair  and  modernisation  programme  with  direct  approach 
and  pressure  to  all  owners  has  met  with  appreciable  success  but  it  is 
now  becoming  evident  that  the  ‘springboard’  of  the  whole  programme, 
i.e.  the  original  survey  and  classification  is  becoming  out  of  date. 
Some  dwellings  classified  sound  have  deteriorated  to  unfit-repairable 
and  some  classified  as  unfit-repairable  now  present  a  problem  as 
border-line  slum  clearance  cases.  A  new  and  comprehensive  survey 
and  classification  of  all  dwellings  is  called  for  but  a  new  standard  for 
the  unfit  dwelling  needs  to  be  nationally  first  defined.  In  this  district 
a  further  problem  is  that,  of  the  few  slum  clearance  cases  deferred  in 
the  past  and  the  border-line  dwellings  which  have  sin.ce  deteriorated, 
almost  all  the  occupants  expressly  wish  to  be  left  undisturbed.  Many 
are  owner-occupiers  and  many  are  aged. 

The  refuse  collection  service  continued  at  the  frequency  decided 
on  by  the  Council  and  it  is  claimed  that  such  a  service  to  all  properties 
in  such  a  vast  area  is  no  mean  achievement. 

Food  inspection,  especially  meat  inspection,  continued  to  take  up 
much  time  in  and  out  of  normal  office  hours. 

The  year  under  review  was  a  difficult  one,  there  being  a  marked 
increase  in  the  volume  of  work,  major  causes  being  local  government 
re-organisation,  extreme  labour  difficulties  in  the  refuse  collection 
service  coinciding  with  the  adoption  of  a  bonus  scheme,  the  increasing 
number  of  inquiries  as  to  improvement  grants  and  the  now  much 
wider  field  of  grant-aidable  work.  The  work  of  the  staff  and  the 
support  and  co-operation  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  is  accordingly  all  the  more  sincerely  appreciated. 

G.  M.  LAWTON 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORATE  —  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  for :  — 

(a)  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

(b)  Repairs  and  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  794 

(c)  Overcrowding  and  Housing  Applications  ...  57 


975 

Inspections  of  Premises  for  and  re  Nuisances  ...  ...  307 

Inspections  of  Caravans  and  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Dramage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Visits  re  Food  Supply: 

Meat  Inspection  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  366 

Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Refuse  Tips  —  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Offensive  Trades  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Shops  and  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 


2,670 


WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Stafford  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  is  responsible  for 
the  water  supply  throughout  the  Rural  District.  The  public  main 
supplies  were  solely  from  boreholes  at  Gnosall  (The  Hollies),  and 
wells  and  boreholes  at  Milford.  Both  these  supplies  were  chlorinated 
and  bacteriological  samples  taken  by  the  department  during  the  year 
read  “Coliform  bacilli  —  Nil”  and  Bact.  Coli  (type  1)  —  Nil”. 

During  the  year  a  sewerage  scheme  for  Moreton  was  commenced. 

A  table  in  the  Housing  section  of  this  report  includes  parish 
information  as  to  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 
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HOUSING 


Overall  Position 

Total  number  of  Houses  in  Rural  District  8,027 


Houses  Scheduled  for  Demolition 
Needing  Modernisation  and/or 

Appreciable 

35* 

Repair 

...  ... 

678t 

Houses  erected  before  1950  ... 

...  approx. 

3,389 

Houses  erected  after  1950  ... 

...  approx. 

4,638 

Houses  rented 

...  approx. 

1,977 

Houses  owner-occupied 

...  approx. 

5,157 

Council  Houses 

893 

*  Slum  Clearance  Action  has  already  been  taken  in  29  cases, 
f  All  recorded  and  mainly  informal  action  already  taken. 


New  Houses 

Erected  or  provided  during  1972 :  — 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  (Bungalows  at  Ranton)  4 

(b)  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  147 


Slum  Clearance 

A  list  of  the  536  dwellings  previously  dealt  with  was  contained 
in  previous  Annual  Reports.  Five  further  dwellings  were  dealt  with  in 
1972  as  follows:  — 


Ref.  No.  Address 


Action  Taken 


542  2  Shugborough  Terrace 

543  3  Shugborough  Terrace 

544  Fradswell  Heath  Cottage 

545  Old  House,  Lower  Swansmoor 

546  Detached  Cottage,  Moreton 


Closed 

Closed 

Undertaking  to  renovate 

Closed 

Demolished 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  54  Discretionary  Grants  and  16  Standard  Grants 
were  approved  (the  comparative  figures  for  1971  were  53  and  13 
respectively)  and  many  inquiries  considered  and  advised  upon.  The 
table  following  shows  the  number  and  types  of  dwellings  benefiting 
from  the  Council’s  improvement  grants  at  30th  April,  1973  :  — 
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No.  of  Grants 
approved 

Total  Value 
of  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants: 

Farm  Cottages  let 

Other  dwellings  let  ... 
Owner-occupiers 

210 

167 

286 

663 

£235,095 

Standard  Grants: 

Farm  Cottages  let 

34 

£44,644 

Other  dwellings  let  ... 

89 

approx.,  i.e. 

Owner-Occupiers 

165 

288 

max.  payable 

Totals  ... 

951 

£279,739 

Qualification  Certificates 

During  1972,  7  applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  were 
received  and  one  Certificate  was  issued  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969. 
24  Certificates  have  been  issued  since  the  1969  Act  came  into  force. 
18  of  them  were  in  respect  of  dwellings  already  provided  with  standard 
amenities  and  6  were  in  conjunction  with  Improvement  Grant 
Applications  to  provide  those  facilities. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

There  are  53  factories  —  all  defined  as  “Mechanical  Factories” 
—  in  the  area.  Forty  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the 
year.  Only  six  of  the  factories  are  of  any  size. 

No  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  district  of  the  Council 
during  the  year. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Seventy-eight  licences  to  store  petroleum  spirit  were  issued  for 
the  period  ended  31st  December,  1972.  Two  extensions  to  installations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year,  the  work  being  inspected  during 
construction  in  order  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Petroleum  Acts 
and  in  accordance  with  the  Home  Office  Codes  of  Practice. 
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PARISH  DETAILS  AS  TO  POPULATION  AND  HOUSING 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  provided  a  free  service  of  rat  disinfestation  to 
residential  property.  The  treatment  of  farms  and  other  properties  in 
the  area  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  rodent  operative,  the  cost 
being  re-charged  to  the  occupiers. 

Infestations  which  were  treated  by  the  department  during  1972 
were :  — 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

R.D.C.  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works  50 
All  other  properties  ...  ...  -  364 

OFFICES,  SHOPS,  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Premises  registered  at  1972  were :  — 


No. 

No.  Persons 

Regisfefed 

Employed 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Q 

20 

-7  ‘  ‘ . .  - 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

:  23 

62 

Catering  Establishments  and 

Canteens 

Wholesale  Shops  and 

15 

101 

Warehouses  ...  ... 

4 

9 

51 

192 

(86  Males; 

106  Females) 

The  above  figures  relate  to  registerable  premises  only,  there  being 
a  total  of  some  180  shops  in  the  district. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
planning  permission  and  site  licences  are  in  operation  for  twenty-eight 
sites,  varying  from  sites  of  one  caravan  to  one  site  for  twenty-four 
caravans  (all  are  subject  to  conditions  requiring  such  sanitary  facilities 
as  can  be  enforced  by  present  legislation).  In  addition,  licences  on 
seven  sites  have  expired  but  are  awaiting  final  planning  decisions 
and/or  appeals  as  to  termination  or  continuation. 

A  total  of  some  130  caravans  are  on  all  sites,  the  majority  of 
these  being  in  the  Hopton  area. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


Particulars  of  food  inspected  during  the  year : 


Meat  —  Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected  .... 

19 

1,062 

2,968 

191 

78 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

17 

26 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

18 

651 

87 

73 

4 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

Carcases  submitted  to 

refrigeration  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Many  of  the  above  cattle  were  killed  and  examined  at  a  Casualty 
Slaughterhouse  in  the  area. 


Weight  of  Meat  condemned  due  to  : 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

(b)  Other  Diseases  or  conditions  , . . 
Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  ... 


400  lbs. 

25,034  lbs. 

25,434  lbs. 


Two  private  slaughterhouses  and  one  knacker’s  yard  were  licensed 
by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Seven  men  were  licensed  to  stun  and 
slaughter  animals  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 
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Poultry  Inspection 

In  the  Rural  District  there  are  four  poultry  establishments  where 
processing  of  birds  is  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  The  total 
through-put  for  the  year  was  approximately  36,000  birds  consisting 
of  hens,  capons,  turkeys  and  ducks. 

Inspection  continued  to  be  carried  out  mainly  on  the  “spotter"’ 
system  when  approximately  6%  or  some  2,160  lb.,  of  food  was 
rejected. 

Routine  visits  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  the  standards  of  hygiene  were  affected  by  the  swine 
vesicular  disease  outbreak. 

Poultry  also  continued  to  be  reared  and  processed  in  a  small  way 
by  some  150  farms  and  smallholdings,  particularly  at  Christmas  time 
and  inspections  were  carried  out  where  the  practices  became  known. 

Food  Preparing  Premises  and  Food  Shops 

Food  premises  of  the  various  types  in  the  area  were  as  under :  — 


Butchers 

Catering  Establishments  . . 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Sweets  and  Confectioners  .. 
General  Provisions 
Public  Houses 


10 

4 

3 

11 

57 

48 


133 


Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
ensuring  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1970,  were 
carried  out. 

There  were  four  premises  in  the  area  manufacturing  prepared 
meats.  They — together  with  78  shops  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold — 
are  registered  by  the  Council  in  conformity  with  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955.  There  were  eight  distributors  of  milk,  with  dairies  in  the 
Rural  District,  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Brucella  abortus 

During  the  year,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford, 
examined  108  samples  of  raw  milk.  Two  herd  samples  were  positive. 
The  milk  from  one  of  these  herds  was  all  directed  to  heat-treatment 
and  the  offending  animal  was  removed  from  the  other  herd  with 
subsequent  negative  samples. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  a  function  of  this 
department  and  the  whole  of  the  council’s  district  was  serviced.  Five 
(including  one  kept  in  reserve)  modern  type  low-loading  Shelvoke  and 
Drewry  diesel  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  employed  on  this  work, 
one  being  of  25  cu.  yd.  body  purchased  in  1964,  two  of  35  cu.  yd. 
body  purchased  in  1967  and  1968,  and  two  of  50  cu.  yd.  purchased 
in  1969  an.d  1970. 

About  6,000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  during  the  year.  An 
average  of  nineteen  men  were  engaged  in  this  work  in  addition  to  the 
foreman. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  with  the  aid  of 
a  heavy  tracked  machine  at  the  council-owned  disused  railway  cutting 
at  Hopton,  near  Stafford,  at  which  we  also  received  and  dealt  with 
about  25  loads  of  untreated  refuse  per  month  from  Stafford  Borough. 
Due  to  the  low  value  of  salvage,  none  was  collected  separately. 

Costs — 

A  statement  as  to  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  during 
the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1973,  is  given  below:  — 


Refuse  Collection — 

Labour 
Vehicles : 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 
Tax  and  Insurance 
Fuel  and  Oil 

Debt  Redemption  and  Interest  on  vehicles 


£ 


4,050 

1,513 

1,794 

4,018 


Equipment,  etc. 
Administration 


£ 

24,664 


11,375 

368 

1,276 


Less  Recoveries  from  special  collections  etc. 


37,683 

358 


£37,325 
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Refuse  Disposal — 


Labour^  etc. 

Crawler  Shovel: 

Repairs  and  Maintenance  ... 

Insurance 

Fuel  and  Oil 

Debt  Redemption  and  Interest 

Tip:  Debt  Redemption  and  Interest 
Other  Expenses  . 


Less  Income  from  Use  of  Tip 


£  £ 
1,056 


709 

24 

55 

731 

-  1,519 

324 

219 


3,118 

329 


£2,789 


D.  H.  McFarland, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  health. 


G.  M.  LAWTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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